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imports wheat and timber from the Volga. Krasnovodsk
exports cotton from Central Asia and imports timber and
grain. From Makhach-Kala oil is sent to Astrakhan and
grain to Krasnovodsk. Astrakhan occupies a central position
between the other ports, being an entrepot port between them
and the Volga basin.
The great Baltic port of Leningrad, exporting timber,
wheat, and apatite (mineral fertilizer from the Khibin high-
lands), is ice-bound for two to three months of the year,
when its place is taken by the ice-free port of Murmansk.
Archangel, the chief port for the Soviet timber export, is
closed by ice for 190 days of the year. The smaller ports of
Kandalaksha and Belomorsk on the White Sea have become
more important since the construction of the Baltic-White
Sea Canal and the development of the mineral resources of
the Khibin Mountains.
The Pacific ports have a much less developed hinterland
than those of the north and south, and are far away from the
main centres of population arid industry. Vladivostock, an
important naval base and eastern terminus of the northern
sea route, exports timber and supplies the peoples of the
Far North with their various requirements. Petropavlovsk,
the chief port of Kamchatkha, exports timber also. Magadan,
situated on Nogayev Bay in the Okhotsk Sea, is the new port
for the recently developed gold industry of the upper Kolyma
valley, with which it is connected by a motor road.
In 1937 the most important Soviet ports (in terms of freight
tonnage passing through them) were Baku, Astrakhan
Makhach-Kala, Odessa, Batum, and Leningrad.
The Soviet merchant fleet had to be almost entirely recon-
structed after 1921. The tonnage of the pre-revolutionary
merchant navy was only ij per cent, of the world-total, and
only 40 per cent, of this remained after the Revolution and
the wars of intervention. By 1937, however, the fleet had
increased to one and a half times (by tonnage) that of 1913,
and well-equipped shipbuilding and repairing yards had
been established or reconstructed at Archangel, Leningrad,
Nikolayev, Sevastopol, Baku, Astrakhan, Vladivostock, and